IN THE CLAIMS : 



Please amend Claims 1-22 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A holding method for holding contamination 
preventing method du r ing th e conv e yanc e of a recording medium of an image forming 
apparatus in which the recording medium is held while conveyed and an image is formed 
on the recording medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step offer holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion of the recording medium ; and 

a change step of for changing [[a]] the held portion of the recording medium 
held by the holding member when the holding time in the a duration of said holding step 
exceeds a predetermined time. 

2. (Currently Amended) The holding contamination preventing method 
according to claim 1, wherein the change step is performed in such a manner that when the 
holding time of the r e cording medium duration of said holding step exceeds the 
predetermined time, the recording medium is fed by a predetermined distance, so that the 
held portion held by the holding member is changed to another portion. 

3. (Currently Amended) The holding contamination preventing method 
according to claim 1, wherein the change step is performed in such a manner that when the 
holding tim e of the r ecording m e dium duration of said holding step exceeds the 
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predetermined time, the recording medium is fed by a variable distance, so that the held 
portion held by the holding member is changed to another portion. 

4. (Currently Amended) The holding contamination preventing method 
according to claim 1, wherein the change step is performed in such a manner that, upon 
reception of an image formation start command, the recording medium is returned to a 
predetermined position before starting an image formation. 

5. (Currently Amended) A holding method for holding contamination 
p r eventing method during the conveyance of a recording medium of an image forming 
apparatus in which the recording medium is held whil e conveyed and an image is formed 
on the recording medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step of for holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion of the recording medium ; and 

a cut-off step of for cutting off the held portion a contaminated portion of 
the recording medium due to holding of the recording medium held by the holding member 
when th e holding time in the a duration of said holding step reaches exceeds a 
predetermined time b e fo re p e r forming an image formation . 

6. f Currently Amended^ An image forming method for forming an image 
on a recording medium by a recording means, A contamination p r eventing method during 
the conveyance of a r ecording medium of an image forming apparatus in which the 
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r eco r ding medium is held whil e conv e yed and an image is formed on the r e cording 
medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step of -for holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion of the recording medium ; and 

a conveyance step of for conveying a contaminated portion of the recording 
medium until the held portion of the recording medium held by the holding member is 
passed through the recording means, when a duration of said holding step exceeds a 
predetermined time: and due to holding of th e r ecording medium by the holding membe r 
when the holding time in the holding step r e ach e s a predetermined time as w e ll as a non- 
contaminat e d po r tion continuous to the contaminated portion, so that image formation is 
performed on a portion after the convey e d portion 

an image forming step of forming an image on a recording medium by the 
recording means . 

7. (Currently Amended) A holding method for holding contamination 
pr ev e nting m e thod du r ing the conveyance of a recording medium of an image forming 
apparatus in which the recording medium is held while conveyed and an image is formed 
on the recording medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step of for holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion of the recording medium : and 

a holding force change step of for changing a holding force of the recording 
medium by the holding member, so as to change a distortion amount of the holding 
member, when a duration of said holding step exceeds an intrusion amount of the holding 
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member int o th e reco r ding medium when th e holding time in the holding st e p reaches a 
predetermined time. 

8. (Currently Amended) The holding contamination p r ev e nting method 
according to claim 7, wherein the holding force change step is performed in such a manner 
that upon reception of an image formation start command, the holding force and the 
distortion amount intrusion amount with r espect to the r ecording medium are returned to 
the previous states before performing an image formation. 

9. (Currently Amended) A holding method for holding contamination 
preventing method during the conveyance of a recording medium of an image forming 
apparatus in which the recording medium is held while conveyed and an image is formed 
on the recording medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step offer holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion of the recording medium ; and 

a holding force release step offer releasing a holding force of the recording 
medium by the holding member when a duration of said th e holding tim e in the holding 
step exceeds reaches a predetermined time. 

10. (Currently Amended) The holding contamination preventing method 
according to claim 9, wherein the holding force release step is performed in such a manner 
that upon reception of an image formation start command, the holding force and the 
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intrusion amount with re s p ect to th e re co r ding m e dium arc is returned to the previous state 
states before performing an image formation. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A holding method for holding contamination 
preventing method during the conveyance of a recording medium of an image forming 
apparatus in which the recording medium is held while conveyed and an image is formed 
on the recording medium, said method comprising: 

a holding step of for holding the recording medium by a holding member 
without changing a held portion : and 

a conveyance/holding step offer conveying the recording medium and 
holding a non-image portion by the holding member when the holding tim e in the a 
duration of said holding step exceeds reaches a predetermined time , wherein an image is 
not formed on the non-image portion . 

12. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus having a conveying 
unit for conveying a recording medium through an image formation block, said apparatus 

comprising: 

an image formation block for forming an image on a recording medium; 

a holding member for holding the recording medium when conveying the 
recording medium through the image formation block ; 

a conveying unit for conveying the recording medium held by said holding 
member through said image formation block; and 
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control means for performing control in such a manner that a contact portion 
of the recording medium contacted by said held by the holding member is maintain e d only 
fo r a p r edetermined time and is changed to another contact portion from time to time when 
the contact portion of the recording medium contacted bv said holding member has not 
been changed for a predetermined time . 

13. (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
12, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that when a duration of 
holding tim e holding the recording medium by the holding member exceeds a 
predetermined time, the recording medium is conveyed by a predetermined distance by the 
conveying unit. 

14. (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
12, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that when a duration of 
holding time holding the recording medium by the holding member exceeds a 
predetermined time, the recording medium is conveyed by [[a]] an indefinite distance by 
the conveying unit. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus having a conveying 
unit for conveying a recording medium through an image formation block, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a holding member for holding the recording medium; 
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an image formation block for forming an image on the recording medium 
held by said holding member; and 

a cut-off means for cutting off a contact portion of the recording medium 
contacted by said holding member when the contact portion of the recording medium 
contacted by said holding member has not changed for a predetermined time. 
The image forming apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the cont r ol means pe r fo r ms 
cont r ol in such a manner that when a holding time holding the r e cording medium by the 
holding memb e r exceeds a predetermined time, a contaminated portion of th e re cording 
m e mb e r contaminated by the holding m e mber is cut off b e fore performing an image 
formation. 

16. (Currently Amended) An : Fhc image forming apparatus comprising: 

an image formation block for forming an image on a recording medium; 

a holding member for holding the recording medium; 

a conveying unit for conveying the recording medium held by said holding 
member through said image formation block; and 

control means for performing control in such a manner that said conveying 
unit conveys the recording medium until a contact portion of the recording medium 
contacted by said holding member passes through said image formation block before 
performing an image formation, when a contact portion of the recording medium contacted 
by said holding member has not changed for a predetermined time. 
acco r ding to claim 12, whe r ein the control means p e rforms cont r ol in such a mann e r that 
wh e n a holding memb er exceeds a predetermined time, a contaminated portion of the 
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reco r ding member contaminated by the holding membe r is conveyed additionally befor e 
performing an image formation. 

17. (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
15, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that upon reception of 

an image formation start command, the recording medium is returned to a predetermined 
position before performing an image formation. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) An The image forming apparatus comprising: 
an image formation block for forming an image on a recording medium; 
a holding member for holding the recording medium; 

a conveying unit for conveying the recording medium held by said holding 
member through said image formation block; and 

control means for performing control in such a manner that a holding force 
of holding the recording medium by said holding member is changed, so as to change a 
distortion amount of said holding member, when a contact portion of the recording 
medium contacted by said holding member has not been changed for a predetermined time. 
according to claim 12, wherein the control means p e rforms control in such a manner that 
when a holding time holding the recording medium by the holding membe r exceeds a 
pr e determined time, pressure of the holding member against the recording medium is 
chang e d and an intrusion amount of the holding member into the recording medium is 
changed. 
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19. (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
18, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that upon reception of an 
image formation start command, the holding force of holding pressure of th e holding 
m e mb e r against the recording medium by said and the intrusion amount of the holding 
member is into the recording m e dium arc returned to the previous state states before 
performing an image formation. 

20. (Currently Amended) An The image forming apparatus comprising: 
an image formation block for forming an image on a recording medium; 
a holding member for holding the recording medium; 

a conveying unit for conveying the recording medium held bv said holding 
member through said image formation block; and 

control means for performing control in such a manner that said holding 
member is separated from the recording medium when a contact portion of the recording 
medium contacted by said holding member has not changed for a predetermined time. 
according to claim 12, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that 
wh e n a holding time holding the recording medium by the holding member exceeds a 
pr e determined time, th e holding member is separated from the r ecording medium so as to 
release the pressure of th e holding member against the recording medium. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
20, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that upon reception of an 
image formation start command, the a pressure of the holding member against the 
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recording medium and the an intrusion amount of the holding member into the recording 
medium are returned to the previous states before performing an image formation. 

22. (Currently Amended) The image forming apparatus according to claim 
12, wherein the control means performs control in such a manner that when a holding time 
of holding the recording medium by the holding member exceeds a predetermined time, the 
recording medium is conveyed and the holding member is made to hold a non-image 
portion. 

23. (Original) The image forming apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein the holding member is a roller or pad. 

24. (Original) The image forming apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein the image formation block performs recording on the recording medium using an 
ink jet recording head for discharging ink. 
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